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temptation to the cupidity of individuals and the
ambition of the powers.

In 1902 Germany induced Great Britain and Italy
to join her in an attempt to collect the amount of
some of these claims from Venezuela. A joint squad-
ron undertook a "pacific blockade" of the coast.
Secretary Hay denied that a "pacific blockade"
existed in international law and urged that the
matter be submitted to arbitration. - Great Brit-
ain and Italy were willing to come to an under-
standing and withdrew; but Germany, probably
intent on ulterior objects, was unwilling and pre-
ferred to take temporary possession of certain ports.
President Roosevelt then summoned the German
Ambassador, Dr. Holleben, and told him that,
unless Germany consented to arbitrate, Admiral
Dewey would be ordered at noon ten days later
to proceed to Venezuela and protect its. coast. A
week passed with no message. Holleben called
on the President but rose to go without mention-
ing Venezuela. President Roosevelt thereupon in-
formed the Ambassador that he had changed his
mind and had decided to send Admiral Dewey one
day earlier than originally planned; he further
explained that in the event the Kaiser should de-
cide to arbitrate, as not a word had been put on